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ANNtfJAL  REPORT 


WEST  HARTLEPOOL, 

February,  1930. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Hartlepool  Port  Sanitary  Authority. 


Gentlemen, 

In  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  I herewith  submit  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of  the 
work  carried  out  in  the  Port  during  the  year  1929.  Particulars 
are  also  given  of  the  work  done  at  the  Port  Sanitary  Hospital. 


I.  Hospital. 

During  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1929,  there  were 
192  cases  admitted  into  the  Hospital  as  compared  with  : — 


181 

cases  in 

1928 

161 

cases  in 

1923 

177 

>> 

1927 

85 

i) 

1922 

300 

99 

1926 

155 

j> 

1921 

228 

99 

1925 

201 

j> 

1920 

264 

99 

1924 

217 

D 

1919 
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Of  these  192  cases  there  were: — 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  62  cases  as  compared  with  87  cases 


Diphtheria  ...  90 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  31 

Erysipelas  ...  3 

Scarlet  Fever  and 

Measles  ...  2 

Measles  ...  2 


in  1928 
>* 


*» 


>> 

>> 


Scarlet  Fever  and 

Diphtheria  1 

Scarlet  Fever  and 

Chicken  Pox  0 

Dysentery  ...  1 

Diphtheria  and 

Measles  ...  0 


l 

o 


>>  »> 

j»  >> 


l 


>>  >> 


192 


181 


Of  these  192  cases,  there  came  from  : — 
_County  Borough  of  West  Hartlepool 
County  Borough  of  Hartlepool 
Rural  District 
Ships 


167  cases. 


17 

7 

1 


>> 

>> 

>> 


192 


There  were  16  deaths  during  the  year,  giving  a percentage 
of  8.24,  as  compared  with  5.52  in  1928,  and  5.08  in  1927. 

The  deaths  were  made  up  as  follows : — 


Diphtheria  ... 
Typhoid  Fever 
Erysipelas  ... 
Measles 


Of  these  deaths  15  were 
1 Hartlepool  patient. 


9 

5 

1 

1 

16 


Zest  Hartlepool  patients,  and 
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The  average  age  of  patients  was  11.9,  as  compared  with 
9.36  years  in  1928,  and  9.4  years  in  1927. 

Hospital  Staff. — This  consists  at  present  of  a Matron, 
a Sister,  Staff  Nurse,  and  1 Probationer  Nurse,  a Laundress, 
Cook,  HousemaicW2  Wardmaids,  a Porter,  and  a Sewing 
Maid  (temporary)^ 

Hospital  Accommodation. — There  are  50  beds  at  the 
Hospital  for  patients.  For  a short  time  in  December  the 
Hospital  was  fully  occupied  with  a variety  of  cases.  This  had 
not  previously  happened  for  a considerable  period,  and  under 
these  circumstances,  the  need  for  a modern  hospital  with  its 
larger  accommodation  for  nurses  and  staff  was  keenly  felt. 


II.  Amount  of  Shipping  entering  the  Port 
during  the  year  1929. 

Table  A. 


Number  Inspected. 

Number 

No.  of 
Vessels 

1929 

Number 

of 

Arrivals 

Tonnage 

By  the 
Medical 
Officer  of 
Health. 

By  the 
Sanitary 
Inspector. 

reported 
to  be 
De- 
fective. 

on 

which 

defects 

were 

remed- 

ied. 

1 Steamers 

669 

850,692 

22 

650 

84 

84 

. Motors 

12 

10,075 

0 

19 

2 

2 

Fore'Sn  Sailing 

1 

163 

0 

4 

1 

1 

(Fishing 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  Foreign  ... 

682 

860,930 

22 

673 

87 

87 

( Steamers 

794 

686,327 

6 

678 

38 

38 

Coast-  J Motors 

11 

2,667 

0 

7 

0 

0 

wise  1 Sailing 

22 

3,515 

0 

3 

0 

0 

(Fishing 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  Coastwise  ... 

827 

692,509 

6 

688 

38 

38 

Total  Foreign 

and  Coastwise 

1,509 

1553,439 

28 

1.361 

125 

125 
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The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  vessels  of  each 
nationality  inspected  : — 


Belgian  ...  ...  ...  5 

Danish  ...  ...  ...  89 

Danzig  (Free  State)  ...  ^ ...  1 

Dutch  ...  ...  * ...  24 

Esthonian  ...  ...  ...  8 

Finnish  ...  ...  ...  7 

French  ...  ...  ...  11 

German  ...  ...  ...  75 

Greek  ...  ...  ...  14 

Italian  ...  ...  ...  12 

Jugo  Slav  ...  ...  ...  3 

Latvian  ...  ...  ...  15 

Lithuanian  ...  ...  ...  1 

Norwegian  ...  ...  ...  90 

Russian  ...  ...  ...  7 

Spanish  ...  ...  ...  19 

Swedish  ...  ...  ...  151 

U.S.  America  ...  ...  ...  1 

British  ..  ...  ...  828 


Total  ...  ...  1,361 


III.  Character  of  Trade  of  Port. 


Table  B. 

(a)  Passenger  Traffic  during  1929.  This  not  being 
an  approved  Port  under  the  Aliens  Order,  1920,  for  the  landing 
of  aliens,  there  is  no  regular  traffic.  The  few  alien  passengers 
who  land  are  sent  to  the  Tyne  for  examination. 
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(b)  Cargo  Traffic. 


The  Principal  Trade  of  the  Port 

for  1929 

was 

£ IMPORTS. 

Ash,  Beech,  Birch,  &c. 

6,359 

loads. 

Battens,  Boards,  Deals,  &c. 

122,331 

11 

Cratewood,  Crowntrees,  Firewood,  &c. 

3,887 

19 

Mining  Timber,  Square  and  Round 

5,544 

11 

Pit  Props 

270,231 

11 

Masts,  Poles,  Rickers,  &c. 

363 

1 

Sleepers 

35,113 

11 

Corn,  Flour,  Meal,  &c. 

2 

tons 

1 

cwt. 

Fish 

522 

H 

11 

11 

Butter 

14 

11 

3 

11 

Bricks,  Cement  and  Clays... 

2,091 

11 

0 

11 

Ballast,  Chalk,  Gravel,  &c. 

15,116 

11 

2 

11 

Iron  and  Steel 

1,508 

11 

19 

11 

Ore  (Iron  and  Zinc) 

39,004 

11 

3 

11 

Salt  and  Rock  Salt 

301 

11 

0 

11 

EXPORTS. 


Coal,  Coke,  &c.  ...  ...  3,038,262  tons  2 cwts. 

The  above  particulars  of  Imports  and  Exports  are  taken 
from  the  Hartlepool  Port  and  Harbour  Commissioners  “ Return 
of  the  Trade  of  the  Port  for  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1929,”  by  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  John  W.  Goldson,  Secretary  to 

the  Commission. 
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Countries  with  which  the  Port  Principally  Deals. 

Timber  and  Pit  Props  are  imported  from  Russian,  Nor- 
wegian, Swedish  and  Baltic  Ports.  Oak  Logs  and  Sleepers 
from  Danzig  Free  State.  Pitch  Pine  from  Texas.  Iron  Ore 
from  Spain  and  Sweden.  Zinc  Ore  from  Ausralia.  Wood  Pulp 
from  Norway,  Sweden  and  Finland.  Iron  and  Steel  from 
Belgium.  Chalk,  Loam,  Clay  and  Bricks  from  London  and 
Antwerp. 

Coal  and  Coke  is  exported  to  Norway,  Sweden,  Denmark, 
Baltic  Ports,  France,  Belgium,  Spain,  Italy,  Jugo  Slavia,  Germany, 
Greece  and  North  African  Ports;  also  Coal  to  London  and 
Channel  Ports. 

During  the  year  1929  both  Exports  of  Coal  and  Imports 
of  Timber  showed  slight  increases  on  the  preceding  year.  The 
London  and  North-Eastern  Railway  Co.  are  completing  their 
proposed  increased  coaling  facilities  at  the  port,  and  this  should 
tend  to  a further  substantial  increase  in  the  coal  and  coke 
export  trade  of  the  port. 


Inspectors’  Monthly  Reports. 
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IV.  Source  of  Water  Supply. 

{a)  For  the  Port.  (6)  For  Shipping. 

The  Water  for  the  Ports  of  Hartlepool  a^  West  Hartlepool, 
and  also  for  shipping  in  the  Ports  is  supplied  by  the  Hartlepool 
Gas  & Water  Company.  All  vessels  requiring  water  while  in 
port  obtain  their  supply  through  hydrants  from  the  several  quays 
or  wharves  where  the  service  is  laid.  There  are  no  water  boats  in 
use  in  the  Port.  The  water,  though  hard,  is  of  excellent  quality. 


V.  Infectious  Disease. 

1.  The  Regulations  made  by  the  Hartlepool  Port  Sanitary 
Authority  in  1886  and  revised  and  approved  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  in  1928,  require  the  Master,  or  other  person  having 
charge  of  a ship,  arriving  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Authority 
with  any  person  on  board,  whether  a passenger  or  a member  of 
the  ship’s  crew,  suffering  from  a dangerous  infectious  disease,  to 
stop  on  arrival  in  the  outer  Bay,  and  forthwith  send  notice  to 
the  Inspector,  at  his  Office,  No.  24,  Town  Wall,  Hartlepool, 
in  order  that  the  Inspector  may  cause  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  to  visit  the  vessel.  Should  the  weather  be  such  as  to 
endanger  the  safety  of  the  vesset,  she  may  be  brought  into  Port 
and  moored  at  convenient  buoys.  The  vessel  must  remain  in 
the  outer  Bay,  or  alternatively,  at  the  buoys,  until  medical 
inspection  has  taken  place.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  shall, 
as  soon  as  practicable,  visit  the  ship  and  ascertain  whether  such 
person  referred  to  in  the  notice  is  suffering  from  a dangerous 
infectious  disease,  and,  if  so,  cause  such  person  to  be  removed 
to  the  Hospital  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority  (or  in  the  case 
of  Small  Pox,  to  Middlesbrough  Small  Pox  Hospital)  the  Master, 
or  other  person  in  charge  of  the  ship,  to  comply  with  the  directions 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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If  any  dangerous  infectious  disease  should  break  out  on 
board  any  ship  on  arrival  in  the  Dock  or  Harbour,  the  Master 
or  person  in  charge  is  required  to  give  notice  of  such  outbreak 
to  the  Inspector. 

The  Inspec^^’s  house  and  office,  which  is  the  property  of 
the  Port  Sanitary  Authority,  commands  a view  of  the  Hartlepool 
Bay  so  that,  not  only  can  the  arrival  in  the  Bay  of  a ship  be 
observed,  but  also  any  “day  or  night”  signals.  This  enables  the 
Inspector  to  make  speedy  arrangements  for  the  visit  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  his  attendance  be  necessary. 

2.  There  are  no  special  arrangements  for  the  receipt  by 
this  Authority  of  wireless  messages  relating  to  the  health  on 
board  of  incoming  vessels.  A general  arrangement  whereby  all 
inward  vessels,  equipped  with  wireless  were  required  to  send  a 
message  stating  the  probable  time  of  arrival  when  there  was 
sickness  on  board  would  certainly  facilitate  the  work  of  the  Port 
Sanitary  Authority  and  also  be  of  advantage  to  shipowners  and 
ship  brokers. 

Verbal  messages,  usually  by  telephone,  relative  to  sickness 
on  vessels  in  port  are  received  from  Customs  Waterguard  Officers, 
Pilots,  Ship  Brokers  and  Dockmasters. 

Lists  of  vessels  from  “ Infected  ” and  “ Suspected  ” Ports 
are  periodically  issued  to  Customs  Office,  Pilots  and  Dockmasters. 
These  are  amended  as  occasion  requires.  Upon  arrival  from 
listed  ports,  “day  or  night”  signals  are  shown  and  the  vessel 
proceeds,  if  no  sickness  is  reported,  to  some  convenient  mooring 
place,  there  to  await  the  visit  and  inspection  of  the  Medical 
Officer.  This  is  done  with  as  little  delay  as  possible.  In  the 
meantime  no  unauthorised  person  is  allowed  to  board  or  leave 
the  vessel.  Notification  of  arrival  of  any  such  vessel  and  where 
she  is  to  be  moored  is  given  by  telephone,  either  by  day  or  night, 
by  Customs  Officers  and  Dockmasters,  to  the  Port  Sanitary 
Inspector,  who  in  turn  notifies  the  Port  Medical  Officer. 


Vessels  are  visited  by  the  Port  Sanitary  Inspector,  either 
on  arrival  or  as  soon  after  as  possible  and  enquiries  are  made 
into  the  health  of  the  crews  and  as  to  whether  there  has  been 
any  sickess  or  deaths  during  the  voyage.  Printed  notices,  in 
different  languages,  are  left  with  the  Master  or  Officer  in  charge 
requiring  notification  to  the  Port  Sanita^k  Authority  of  the 
existence  of  any  infectious  disease  occurring  during  the  ship’s 
stay  in  port. 

3.  Pilots  are  the  first  persons  to  visit  vessels  on  arrival 
They  board  all  vessels  either  from  foreign  or  coastwise  in  the 
Bay  and  for  this  purpose  they  possess  an  excellent  steam  cutter 
and  a motor  launch.  H.M.  Customs  Waterguard  Officers  are 
the  next  persons  to  board  oil  vessels  on  arrival  from  foreign  and 
occasionally  coastwise  vessels.  For  vessels  moored  at  the  buoys 
in  the  Harbour  or  in  Dock,  the  Custom’s  row-boat  is  used: 
otherwise  the  vessel  is  boarded  at  the  quayside.  The  Port 
Sanitary  Inspector  boards  most  vessels  from  foreign,  and  as  many 
coastwise  as  possible  on  arrival,  or  as  soon  after  as  circumstances 
permit.  Vessels  at  buoys  are  boarded  by  means  of  either  the 
ship’s  boat  or  a hired  foy  boat.  Vessels  in  the  Bay  having 
reported  Infectious  Disease  on  board  would  be  visited  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Inspector  by  means  of  a tug 
boat  placed  at  their  disposal  by  the  Harbour  Master. 

4.  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease — other  than  Small  Pox — 
are  sent  to  the  Port  Sanitary  Hospital.  Cases  of  Small  Pox 
are  sent  to  the  Middlesbrough  Small  Pox  Hospital.  Contacts 
can  be  sent  to  the  Port  Sanitary  Hospital  for  observation  or 
surveillance  or  allowed  to  remain  on  board.  If  contacts  are 
allowed  to  leave  a vessel  notification  is  sent  to  the  Medical 
Officers  of  the  areas  concerned. 

5.  Infected  quarters  are  disinfected  by  the  Port  Sanitary 
Inspector,  and  bedding,  clothing,  &c.,  are  transferred  to  the 
Port  Sanitary  Hospital  where  they  are  disinfected  by  means  of 
a Washington  Lyons  Steam  Disinfector. 
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6.  By  an  arrangement  with  the  West  Hartlepool 
Corporation  their  Burn  Road  Cleansing  Station  can  be  used  for 
the  cleansing  and  disinfestation  of  verminous  seamen  and  their 
belongings.  During  1929  no  case  requiring  such  treatment  came 
under  my  notice. 

7.  A mott^ambulance  is  used  for  the  transport  of  cases 
to  the  Port  Sanitary  Hospital,  and  a similar  mode  of  conveyance 
is  provided  by  the  Middlesbrough  Corporatioa  for  transport  of 
Small  Pox  cases  to  their  Hospital. 

8.  Inquiries  are  made  by  the  Port  Sanitary  Inspector  as 
to  the  existence  of  venereal  disease  on  ships,  and  if  any  exists, 
treatment  at  the  West  Hartlepool  Clinic  is  recommended. 
Leaflets  on  the  subject,  giving  time  and  place  of  clinic  are 
distributed  on  incoming  vessels. 

9.  This  Authority  has  appointed  Dr.  Cookson,  Bacteriologist 
and  Pathologist  of  Sunderland,  to  examine  and  report  on  rats 
sent  to  him  from  this  port.  During  1929  3 rats  were  submitted 
for  such  examination  and  report. 

10.  No  special  arrangement  exists,  but  when  occasion  arises 
specimens  for  clinical  purposes  are  sent  to  the  College  of 
Medicine,  Newcastle. 

During  the  year  1929  only  one  case  of  Infectious  Disease 
occurred  on  vessels  arrived  in  the  port. 

S.S.  “Holland,”  Danish.  Crew  16. 

This  vessel  arrived  light  from  Treport,  on  November  15th, 
and  was  reported  by  the  Master  to  have  a sick  man  on  board. 
Your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  visited  the  vessel  shortly  after 
arrival  and  found  K.R.,  a Fireman,  to  be  suffering  from  suspected 
Typhoid  Fever.  He  was  again  examined  next  day  and  removed 
to  the  Port  Sanitary  Hospital,  where  it  was  definitely  proved 
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that  he  was  a genuine  Typhoid  case.  His  effects  and  bedding 
were  removed  to  hospital  for  steam  disinfection,  and  his  quarters 
on  board,  and  the  w.c.  forward  were  disinfected.  He  was 
discharged  on  Jan.  6th.  No  further  case  occurred  on  the  vessel. 


TABLE  C. 


# 


Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  landed  from  Vessels. 


Disease. 

No.  of  cases 

Average  No.  of  cases 

during  1929. 

for  previous  5 years. 

Typhoid 

1 

0.2 

Measles 

Nil 

0.2 

Diphtheria 

Nil 

0.2 

TABLE  D. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  occurring  on  Vessels  during 
the  voyage,  but  disposed  of  prior  to  arrival 


Disease. 

No.  of  cases 

Average  No.  of  cases 

during  1929. 

for  previous  5 years. 

Small  Pox  ... 

Nil 

.6 

VI.  Measures  against  Rodents. 

1.  Steps  taken  for  Detection  of  Rodent  Plague. 

(a)  In  Ships  in  the  Port.  All  rats  captured  or  killed 
on  board  ship  are  examined  before  being  cremated.  Suspected  rats 
are  sent  to  Sunderland  Infirmary  for  bacteriological  examination. 
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(b)  On  Quays , Wharves , Wharehouses,  &c.,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Port.  Arrangements  are  made  with  the  L.  & 
N.E.  Railway  Co.,  whereby  any  suspected  rats  found  on  their 
premises  would  be  sent,  by  the  Port  Sanitary  Inspector,  for 
examination. 

2.  Measul^s  taken  to  prevent  the  passage  of  rate 
between  Ships  and  the  Shore,  Rat  guards  are  placed  on 
all  mooring  ropes,  and  strips  of  canvas  coated  with  gas  tar  are 
tacked  on  gangways. 

3.  Methods  of  Deratisation  of  Ships. 

( а)  Fumigations  are  carried  out  by  private  Contractors 
who  use  either  Sulphur  Dioxide  or  Hydrocyanic  Acid  Gas. 
Up  to  July  31st,  1929,  the  Durham  County  Council  Rat 
Officer,  carried  out  the  duties  of  rat  destruction  on  ships  in  this 
port  by  means  of  poison  bait.  Six  vessels  were  deratised  by 
him  during  this  period  and  560  rats  were  estimated  to  have 
been  destroyed. 

From  August,  when  a whole  time  Rat  Catcher  commenced 
his  duties,  295  vessels  were  searched  and  296  rats  were  caught 
and  cremated.  Cage,  Nipper  and  Gin  Traps  are  used. 

(б)  The  measures  taken  against  rats  on  quays,  wharves, 
warehouses,  &c.,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  port,  are  those  of  trapping, 
poisoning  and  gassing.  The  work  is  done  by  the  L.  & N.E.R. 
Railway  Co.’s  Rat  Catcher,  particulars  of  whose  work  is  furnished 

in  Table  F. 

4.  Measures  taken  for  Detection  of  Rat  Prevalence. 

(a)  On  Ships.  Examination  of  the  vessel  by  the  Rat 
Catcher,  whose  work  is  supervised  by  the  Port  Sanitary  Inspector. 
(b)  On  Shore.  The  Railway  Co.’s  Rat  Catcher  has  traps  set 
in  the  warehouses,  where  also  cats  are  kept  and  fed.  Any 
complaints  made  as  to  prevalence  of  rats  in  any  particular  part 
of  the  Co.’s  premises  are  immediately  atteded  to,  and  during 
Rat  Week  thousands  of  baits  are  laid. 
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5.  Rat  Proofing.  ( a ) Dock  quays  are  mostly  built  of 
stone,  but  there  are  several  wood  quays  and  jetties.  These 
latter  are  periodically  tarred  and  do  not  in  themselves  offer  much 
inducement  to  rat  breeding,  but  where  the  wooden  quay  fringes 
the  shore  rat  runs  are  to  be  found.  Thtife  are  periodically 
filled  in  with  ballast.  ^ 

The  warehouses  are  substantially  built  of  stone,  iron,  bricks 
and  cement,  the  doors  have  iron  plates  on  the  bottoms,  and 
windows  are  usually  covered  with  expanded  metal.  They  may 
be  considered  reasonably  rat  proof.  There  is  only  one  small 
warehouse  built  of  wood.  Little  or  no  food  stuffs  are  stored  in 
the  warehouses.  Pit  props  in  stock  yards,  cabins  round  the 
docks,  offer  much  harbourage  for  rats.  To  make  them  more 
rat  proof  they  should  be  raised  more  from  the  ground  and  sheet 
iron  tacked  on  the  lower  wood-work  in  the  case  of  cabins.  This 
work,  however,  is  not  in  the  province  of  the  Port  Sanitary 
Authority,  who  are  concerned  with  ships  only. 


(6)  The  modern  ship  with  its  iron  store  rooms,  iron 
bulkheads  and  iron-work  generally,  offers  few  facilities  for  the 
harbouring  of  rats.  Sometimes,  however,  it  is  noticed  in  new 
ships  that  store  rooms,  although  built  of  iron,  have  trap-hatches 
and  ventilators,  allowing  access  by  rats.  In  these  instances 
expanded  metal  of  a fine  mesh  is  recommended  to  be  fitted. 


In  older  ships  where  rats  gain  admission  through  wooden 
bulkheads  to  stores  the  Port  Sanitary  Inspector  advises  that  they 
be  sheathed  with  sheet  iron.  Where  rats  are  found  to  harbour 
under  floors  or  in  ceilings  above  berths  it  is  recommended  that 
the  floors  be  laid  flat  on  the  deck  or  taken  out,  and  that  ceilings 
be  fixed  as  close  to  upper  deck  as  possible.  Broken  pipe  casings 
are  required  to  be  repaired  and  rat  proofed. 


I 
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International  Sanitary  Convention 
(Paris)  1926. 

During  the  a^ir,  Dr.  Stock,  Inspector  to  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  visited  an™ examined  the  Port  in  connection  with  an 
application  from  this  Authority  that  this  Port  be  placed  on  the 
list  of  approved  ports  for  the  issuing  of  “ Deratisation  ” and 
“ Deratisation  Exemption  Certificates”  under  Article  28  of  the 
above-mentioned  Convention. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  being  satisfied,  as  a result  of 
Dr.  Stock’s  visit,  that  this  port  possessed  the  equipment  and 
personnel  neccessary  for  the  deratisation  of  ships  the  port  was 
made  an  approved  one  in  October,  1929.  The  object  of  Article 
28  of  the  Convention  is  to  insure  uniformity  of  practice  throughout 
the  world  of  reducing  the  rat  population  to  a minimum  without 
subjecting  shipping  to  the  expense  of  unneccessary  routine 
fumigation.  Approved  Port  Sanitary  Authorities  must  in  addition 
take  all  practical  measures  to  secure  the  destruction  of  rats  and 
their  harbourage  in  ports  and  their  surroundings,  including  lighters 
and  vessels  engaged  in  national  coastal  services.  Certificates, 
which  are  valid  for  six  months  (in  certain  cases  extended  to 
seven  months)  are  only  issued  at  various  ports,  throughout  the 
world,  whose  Sanitary  Authorities  have  satisfied  their  respective 
Governments  that  they  are  competent  to  carry  out  the  duties 
involved.  The  Certificates  are  to  be  accepted,  in  all  countries 
which  have  ratfied  the  Convention,  for  the  period  of  six  months, 
except  in  special  circumstances,  i.e.,  plague  “ infected  ” or  plague 
“ suspected  ” vessels.  Some  foreign  certificates  are  not  in  the 
form  drawn  up  by  the  Office  International,  but  are  nevertheless 
valid  and  must  be  accepted.  In  the  future,  however,  more 
countries  will  adopt  the  International  form  and  more  countries 
will  do  their  own  deratisation  of  ships. 


RAT5  DESTROYED  DURING  1929. 
TABLE  E. 

1.  On  Vessels. 
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TABLE  F. 

In  Docks,  Quays,  Wharves  and  Warehouses. 
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of  the  London-North  Eastern  Railway  Company. 
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TABLE  Q. 

Particulars  relating  to  Plague  “ Infected”  or  “Suspected” 
Vessels  arriving  in  the  Port  during  1929. 


Name  of 
Vessel. 

1 

Date  of 
Arrival. 

2 

Whether  “Infected” 

05  or  “ Suspected.” 

Methods  of  Eat 
^ Destruction  Employed 

1 

© © 

«w  > 

O O 

ffi  u 

5 



Whether  a Certificate 

05  of  Deratisation  was 

Issued. 

Remarks 

7 

... 

TABLE  H. 

Measures  of  Pat  Destruction  on  Vessels  from  Plague 
Infected  Ports  (other  than  those  included  in  Table  G) 
arriving  in  the  port  during  1929,  and  number  of 
certificates  issued  in  respect  of  such  Vessels. 
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TABLE  I. 

Measure  of  Rat  Destruction  on  Vessels  (other  than  those 
included  in  Tables  Q and  H)  and  number  of  Certificates 
issued  in  respect  of  such  Vessels  during-  1929. 
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VII.  Hygiene  of  Crew’s  Spaces. 

TABLE  J. 

Classification  of  Nuisances. 
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VI I i.  Food  Inspection. 

1.  Public  Health  (Imported)  Food  Regulations,  1925,  the 
Public  Health  (Imported  Milk)  Regulati^,  1926,  and  the 
Public  Health  (Preservatives,  &c.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925 
to  1927. 

No  chilled  or  foreign  meat  is  imported  into  this  port,  and 
there  was  no  food  imported  requiring  action  to  be  taken  under 
the  above  regulations. 

2.  Shell  Fish.  There  are  no  shell  fish  beds  or  layings 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  this  Authority. 

Hartlepool  possesses  an  excellent  Fish  Quay  where  fresh 
fish  is  landed  daily  from  trawlers,  drifters,  and  motor  fishing 
boats.  Large  quantities  of  herrings  are  also  landed  during  the 
herring  season.  The  fish  is  inspected  by  the  Medical  Officer 
and  Sanitary  Inspector  of  Hartlepool.  Unsold  fish  and  offal 
are  removed  to  a factory  within  the  Borough  to  be  converted 
into  fish  meal,  &c. 

3.  No  sample  of  food  was  sent  for  examination  during 
the  year. 

In  conclusion  I have  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Officers 
of  H.M.  Customs  at  the  port,  also  to  the  Dock  Superintendent, 
Harbour  Master  and  Dockmaster  of  the  London  and  North- 
Eastern  Railway  Co.,  and  to  the  Pilot  Master  and  Pilots  for 
their  co-operation  with  the  Officers  of  the  Hartlepool  Port 
Sanitary  Authority  in  carrying  out  the  various  duties, 

ARNOLD  S.  L.  BIGGART,  M.B.,  Ch.B., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health . 


